
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

The ever-busy Dave Barden  
is May’s instalment of “Where 
are they now?”.  
Merv Robertson reports.

“ Buttoning back”?  
no chance!

Read a longer version of the life and career of Dave Barden, 
along with other episodes of “Where are they now?” on our 
website: www.wares.co.nz/categories/where-are-they-now/

Now, I don’t know how you define 
“relaxed”, but what transpired hardly fits my 
definition of the word…

Dave bought the Green Acres Master 
Franchise for Bay of Islands-North, 
including lawns, home and commercial 
cleaning, pool maintenance and pest 
control, as well as a carpet overlocking 
business which would eventually be sold to 
Brian Jolly.

As well as working hard to build that 
business, just to make sure he was “really 
busy”, Dave was also managing four retail 

Leaving Waitara High School, Dave 
Barden took up an electrical 
apprenticeship with New Zealand 

Railways, finishing his training in the 
Wanganui workshops. 

Having also attended night school and 
achieved certification in electronics, he 
landed a role with National Electric (Neeco) 
as a Sales Engineer in Wellington. 

Two years later he was Sales Manager at 
HW Clarke and it was during this time that 
he met Sue Truscott, the couple marrying 
in 1975.

The year before, Dave was head-hunted 
by 3M, quickly becoming Sales & Marketing 
Manager for the Electrical & Information 
Storage Group. 

In 1987, Hoover established itself in 
New Zealand with Dave as National Sales 
Manager. 

“It was tough going!” he recalls, trying 
to break down Fisher & Paykel’s Exclusive 
Dealer Arrangement…

In 1992, Dave joined Parex Industries as 
National Sales Manager, working alongside 
Paul Tooley (“Where are they now?” April 
2016).

After a couple of years, in February 1994 
Dave joined Monaco as National Sales 
Manager, staying until September 2003 – 
he’d had some “special times” but it was 
“time to do new stuff.” 

By this time, Dave was 55 and wanted to 
“kick back a bit” so he and Sue moved to the 
Bay of Islands to combine work with a much 
more relaxed lifestyle. 

stores for the Hewlett Group, as well as 
helping sort out the marketing, planning 
and purchasing for the local Mitre 10 store!

That took Dave to October 2007 but, in 
his words, “time was marching on”, so he 
quit retail and sold the Green Acres business. 
But he wasn’t done yet... 

The Manager of Carters Building 
Supplies in Kaitaia was a friend and 
recommended Dave as a rep at Carters 
Opua, which then led to a store manager’s 
role in Waipapa.

Having left Carters in November 2010, 
Dave and Sue re-purchased the cleaning 
franchise, re-built it and on-sold it three 
years later. 

By now, Dave’s Super Gold Card had 
arrived, but he still wasn’t done and accepted 
a role with a new ITM in Paihia, which he 
only pulled stumps on at the end of 2016. 

Dave continued with the ITM store part-
time and more recently has been involved 
in the marketing of his brother-in-law’s 
business, Trailer Coupling Kits for truck & 
trailers (http://tck.com.au/), lately forming a 
New Zealand branch.

Dave Barden clocked up 71 years of 
age in December, but has no intention of 
“buttoning off”.

Reference the fact that, on top of 
everything else, he and Sue still clean the 
windows of a number of fancy homes as well 
as managing a big home on a large property 
for an absentee owner.

On his time in our industry, Dave has the 
last word: 

“Wonderful brands, wonderful people. I 
enjoyed every moment, and often reflect on 
those good times.”  
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